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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, submitted herewith are copies of five (5) 
refererices cited in two different Examination Reports issued in corresponding Japanese 
and European Patent Application, For the Examiner's convenience, we have enclosed 
an English translation of the Japanese Examination Report and a completed Form PTO- 
1449. The statement is not a representation that all of the information cited is 
necessarily effective as prior art against the application. 

Although the European Examination Report cited one additional reference (U.S. 
6,044,707), Applicants do not include a copy of this reference as it was previously cited 
by the Examiner on May 7, 2003. 

01/14/2004 CN6UYEH 00000097 09846B61 

01 FC:iaOS 180.00 OP 



U.S. Serial No. 09/846,861 
January 9, 2004 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicants certify that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the date of this 
statement, and that this is the first citation of these prior art references by a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application. 

Applicants petition the Commissioner to consider this information disclosure 
statement pursuant to C.F.R. § 1.197(d). Enclosed is a Credit Card Payment Form in 
the amount of $180.00 to cover the petition fee. If any additional fee is required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1353. 

Applicants respectfully request that the disclosed references be made of record 
in the subject application. 
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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 
Draft Date: 

Patent Office Examiner: 
Agent of Patent Applicant: 
Applicable Sections: 



Patent Application No. 2000-133500 
November 21, 2003 

Mamiko Onodera 9505 2S00 

Kiyoshi Igarashi 

Section 29 (2), Section 29^'', and Section 36 



The present application should be rejected for the following reasons. If you have an opinion 
concerning this, please submit a statement of opinion within 60 days of the date of dispatch of 
this notification. 

Reasons 

(Reason 1) 

The description of the claims of the present application does not satisfy the requirements 
stipulated in Section 36 (6) (ii) of the Patent Law in the following regards. 

Note 

[The phrase] "the driving monitoring means are provided in a barycentric region of said 
vibrating body" is found in Claims 1 through 3, but the range of the above-mentioned 
"barycentric region" is unclear. 

(Reason 2) 

The inventions claimed in the following claims of the present application are inventions that 
could easily have been invented prior to the filing of the application by a person having an 
ordinary knowledge of the technical field to which the inventions belong on the basis of 
inventions described in the following publications, which were disseminated in Japan or in 
foreign countries prior to the filing of the application. Thus, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law, these inventions cannot be patented. 

Note (For cited references, etc., see the Table of Cited References, etc.) 

<Regarding Claims 1 and 2> 

• Cited References 1 and 2 (see especially Figure 4) or 3 (see especially Figure 4) 

• Remarks: Each of Cited References 1 through 3 describes a vibrator which has a vibrating 
body, driving means for causing this vibrating body to vibrate in a [predetermined driving 
direction, and driving monitoring means for detecting vibration displacement in the driving 
direction of said vibrating body, and in which stabilization of vibration in the driving direction of 

[Stamp: 12/17/03, Kumiko Saitoh] 
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said vibrating body is achieved by the positive feedback control of said driving means based on 
the state of the vibration displacement in the driving direction of said vibrating body that is 
detected by said driving monitoring means, wherein said driving monitoring means are provided 
in a barycentric region of said vibrating body, and are constructed so as to detect the vibration 
displacement in the driving direction of the barycentric region of the vibrating body. 

<Regarding Claim 3> 

• Cited Reference 1 

• Remarks: Furthermore, it is indicated in Cited Reference 1 that the vibrating body has a 
double-frame structure formed by connecting an inner frame to the inside of an outer frame via a 
coupling beam so that [this vibrating body] is free to vibrate in the Coriolis force direction, that 
the above-mentioned outer frame and inner frame are integrally vibrated in the driving direction 
by the driving means, that the above-mentioned inner frame is constructed so as to be vibrated in 
the Coriolis force direction with respect to the outer frame due to the Coriolis force caused by the 
angular velocity, and that the driving monitoring means are provided in the barycentric region of 
the vibrating body that is located inside the above-mentioned inner frame while being supported 
by the above-mentioned inner frame. 

(Reason 3) 

The invention claimed in the following claim of the present application is the same as the 
invention described in the specification or drawings initially appended to the following patent 
application, which was filed prior to the filing date of the present application, and which was laid 
open following said filing; furthermore, the inventors of the present application are not the same as 
the persons who invented the above-mentioned invention involved in the patent application filed 
prior to said filing, and the applicant at the time of the present application is not the same as the 
applicant of the above-mentioned patent application. Thus, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 29*"^ of the Patent Law, the above-mentioned invention cannot be patented. 

Note (For cited references, etc., see the Table of Cited References, etc.) 

<Regarding Claim 1> 

• Cited Reference 4 

• Remarks: Cited Reference 4 describes a vibrator which has a vibrating body, driving means 
for causing this vibrating body to vibrate in a [prejdetermined driving direction, and driving 
monitoring means for detecting vibration displacement in the driving direction of said vibrating 
body, and in which stabilization of vibration in the driving direction of said vibrating body is 
achieved by the positive feedback control of said driving means based on the state of the 
vibration displacement in the driving direction of said vibrating body that is detected by said 
driving monitoring means, wherein said driving monitoring means are provided in a barycentric 
region of said vibrating body, and are constructed so as to detect the vibration displacement in 
the driving direction of the barycentric region of the vibrating body (see especially Figure 10 and 
paragraph No. [0096]). 

Table of Cited References, etc. 

1. Japanese Patent Application Kokai No. 2000-105125 

2. Japanese Patent Application Kokai No. HI 1-44541 

3. Japanese Patent Application Kokai No. H8-1 78667 

4. Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-327504 (Japanese Patent Application Kokai No. 2001- 
304872) 
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************ Record of Results of Survey of Prior Art References ************ 

• Technical field surveyed: IPC 7^^ Edition GOIC 19/56, GOIP 9/04 

HOIL 29/84 

This record of the results of a survey of prior art references does not constitute any reason for 
rejection. 

If you have any inquiries regarding this Notification of Reasons for Rejection, or if you wish 
to have an interview regarding this application, please contact [the following department]: 

Contact: Patent Examination Department 1, Measurement (Distance/Electrical Measurement) 
Mamiko Onodera 
TEL: 03-3581-1101 (extension 3256-3258) 
FAX: 03-3501-0604 



